Appln.No.: 09/921,015 

Amendment dated July 12, 2007 

Response to Office Action mailed April 13, 2007 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for processing calls to a directory ^ * N , 

comprising: 

, „ ^.s >,, v ,,0;' ; : a call ^ . . . : 1 vOi \\ to to a directory ac* . ^ \ :\ the call 
.^4i-^ r --- ^ mm si of one of a request to add data to \ directory . - w >\ ^ t\* 
v'livVi^i; aoc n -o^o:, a request to modify data in the directory, and a request to delete data 
from the directory, the call further including at least one attribute . - w * s . - \ * . 

evaluating the attribute according to a first rule governing o ; . content o-i -eo.^ that may 
be i'SOv^: -o v:v .'oen the directory oo^ v^os and a second rule governing ' :a 
structure of .|.^ that may be o^e^^c i :^ ^ . o the directory <o\ \ , 

determining whether the attribute complies with e^ees-thc first rule and the second rule; 

forwarding the call to the directory -kx. - - vv.os - **■!■>;■*■■>■■■ f the v«H-attributc complies with 
erh>-m--thc first rule and the second rule; and 

"c o o Ov v n >o forwarding an error message to a 

source of the call wke»-ifthc call attribute docs not comply with oae-en-thc first rule and the 
second rule, 

2-11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently amended) The method for processing calls to j diK\.iot\ a>o,.xs .so'^o* 
recited in claim 1, further comprising: 
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determining whether the call attribute complies with a data addition rule when the call 
includes a request to add data to the directory, 

determining whether the call attribute complies with a data modification rule when the 
call includes a request to modify data in the directory, and 

determining whether the call attribute complies with a data deletion rule when the call 
includes a request to delete data from the directory. 

13. (Cancelled). 

1 4. (Currently amended) A--~-rW.--^4RKrk^ comprising: 
a rule validator and a transaction monitor ^ . , .o \ ^ ■ : . o^ 

the transaction monitor being capable of intercepting a call iro;^ a ;a ^Ot^PuiOi to a 
directory access vscrvcr, diverting the intercepted call to the rule validator if the call includes one 
of a request to add data to ^ . directory . -v, , . , o 'w'' * o. o-„ v:\ ao-„ \v x o , a request to 
modify data in the directory, and a request to delete data from the directory, and being further 
capable of forwarding the intercepted call to the directory aco \o^o if the call docs not 
include one of a request to add data to the directory, a request to modify data in the directory, 
and a request to delete data from the directory; and 

the rule validator being capable of determining whether an attribute of the call complies 
with ene-ef-a first rule governing content of data that may be i^e^kH *n teiv x u\c-\ so the 
directory ao> . -o^ c and a second rule governing structure of data that may be *K4iM>"vl - ;*5 
Vva ooo o the directory wO^s v*\w, o*v :e ^ o \--\rro" being further capable of 
forwarding the call v ^ o- ■> s n ^ > the attribute complies with one of the 

first rule and the second rule and being fun.! : o ir -J k kkv*!; fv • al' i.s J- ocv.\ 
ao> . - > so! \Oi !' returning an error message to a source of the call j i -w;H^-thc attribute docs not 
comply with the first rule and the second rule. 

15. (Cancelled). 
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16. (Previously presented) The attribute rule enforcer recited in claim 14, wherein the 
rule validator is capable of forwarding the call to the transaction monitor, and the transaction 
monitor is capable of relaying the call to the directory. 

17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Currently amended). The attribute rule enforcer recited in claim 14, wherein the rule 
validator is capable of forwarding the call to the directory ac* ^ o . 

19-24. (Cancelled). 

25. (Currently amended) A directory network, including: 
one or more client computers; 

- 1 v o N v n\o i v ^ : ^ > N \\\ i-" v - - * c , and 

an attribute rule enforcer as recited in claim 14, the attribute rule enforcer being arranged 
in the directory network so as to intercept calls from the one or more client computers to the 



26. (Cancelled). 
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